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Ho Ho Ho… There’s less than 9 weeks to go! 
With Christmas fast approaching you may begin to fe el a little anxious, so plan a day or 
weekend in Morpeth and visit Campbell’s Store for a  relaxed shopping experience.  You’ll find 
gifts for all your family and friends, which we wil l giftwrap for free… and Gourmet goodies 
abound for your Christmas celebrations & holidays.   
 

Ornaments with glamour, that glitter and sparkle in  splendour will greet you at the front door 
of Campbell’s Store.   Due to popular demand the ‘Alice in Wonderland’ like bistro waitress ladies, cup & saucer and 
teapot ornaments are back.  Fruit Fairies and bright coloured butterflies are paired this year with fairies riding topiary 
animals from the garden.  They will add colour to your Christmas Tree.  Santa and Mrs Claus have been given a modern 
twist in bright red and lime green with purple trim.  Gorgeous birds with feathery tails can be hung or clipped to your tree.  
In red, gold, silver and pearl you can match them with scaled down chandelier ornaments and crystal garlands for a touch 
of elegance.  Fairies with long gowns made of feathers come in an abundance of colours.  Red or cream felted garlands 
feature angels.  You can even purchase a roll of felted trees or teddies to wrap parcels, create garlands or cut up to make 
your Christmas cards.  These same felt designs are available with double sided tape on the back for all your craft projects. 
 
You will notice that all these ornaments are displayed on magnolia branches and tortured willow in vases and they look 
great!  The perfect centre piece on your dining table or in your kitchen window.  
 

Christmas Trees & Christmas Decorations are also to  be found Upstairs at 
Campbell’s Store.   This area of the store has just undergone a major renovation to make room for some amazing 
new gifts.  You will now be greeted at the door by Donna the Re indeer  – splendid in her pink dress and white petticoat 
with white bows on her hooves.  She would look great at your front door and for $1,995 you can take her home – but not 
until she grows new antlers – that’s another story.  You may wish to take home immediately smaller versions of Donna 
with fully-grown antlers. She is part of the amazing range of Christmas decor ations called Dept. 56.   Patience  
Brewster created the collection after illustrating more than 30 books for children and adults.   
 
Patience says, “Maybe it was nearsighted eyes that piqued my interest in the smallest 
details: whiskers, wrinkles or the piping on a Christmas Stocking.  Looking back I have 
always been a collector of the tiny and the extraordinary.  Feathers, pebbles, beads and 
twigs were my first art supplies, and with them I fashioned unexpected animals and 
quirky characters. A rose who is really a fairy, a dog dressed up as a reindeer, or a star 
slipping on stylish new red high heels.  My first Christmas tree was decorated with old 
Steiff toys*, paper stars and salt dough ornaments.  I gave them beads for eyes and 
feathers and goat wool for hair…” 

This years collection includes the Three Kings and their magnificent beasts, Christmas  
Trees with personality, Reindeers like no other, the 12 days of Christmas ornaments, Frogs dressed as Mrs & Mrs 
Claus and Penguins in party suits that aren’t black and white!  I love the chip and dip bowl in the shape of a clam shell 
with a parrot perched on the side.  Lift up the parrot’s head to discover you are holding the pate knife.  Fantastic! 

 
*You can find plenty of Steiff toys across the hall in Morpeth bears to put on your Christmas tree if you wish. 

 

Looking for Australian Christmas Ornaments & Cards,  Teacher Gifts and 
Christmas Jewellery?   You’ll find all these items in the same area.  Take a peek at the new name angels for 
2007.  These teddy bears are dressed as angel girls and drummer boys.  At $8 each they cover popular names for 2007, 
Alphabet letters, teachers, friends, grandparents, baby’s first Christmas etc… Magnetic memo Pads are $6 and read, “A 
note from Santa’s little helper” or “My list for Santa”.  Playing cards $8, Reindeer antlers $10 and funky zebra striped and 
leopard spotted Santa hats, tote bags, wallets, cosmetic bags and stockings will ensure you and the girls get into the spirit 
of Christmas.   
 

 



Treat Yourself or Your Office to a New Christmas Tr ee.  We’ve 
dedicated a whole room to Christmas Trees so you can choose a style and size to suit your 
home or office – anything from 2ft to 8.5ft are available now.  Need a bigger tree?  We can 
organise one of those too!  The trees at Campbell’s Store will be the best looking trees 
you’ve ever seen.  This is because they are made with plenty of layers and branches to 
achieve a ‘full’ look.  Branches are wrapped in nylon thread to “tickle children’s faces” and 
are soft if you brush up against them.  Branches are poseable and made to handle the 
weight of heavy ornaments.  Every tree comes boxed and with a 10 Year Guarantee.  
There’s narrow ‘Pencil Pine’ and half trees for small spaces, trees that hang on the wall… 
You may choose the popular Vienna Spruce with its soft needles, or a bushier Scandia 
Spruce.  Radiata Balmoral has pine cones throughout its branches.  Take a look at the 
amazing black tree for something different – it would look stunning with any of the 
ornaments described above on it.  Trees range in price from $35 for a 2ft tree for the table 
or desk, to a 7.5ft tree for around $400.  Wreaths and garlands start at $25. 

 

What’s that Smell?  Our Australian made soap 6 for $10 are still there (and now 
there are large $5 bars too) but the air is filled with the subtle scent of Australian 
Made Candles.   Made, in fact, by the son of renowned Australian artist Werner Filipich whose paintings and prints 
can be found in Morpeth Gallery.   Werner’s son is a ‘chip off the old block’ as his candles are works of art too.  The big 
solid round white candles will burn for 100 hours.  The light glows right through the items lovingly placed inside the wax. 
Flowers such as lavender, Singapore orchids, frangipani, hydrangea, roses.  
Then there’s coffee beans, seashells and cinnamon to burn in your kitchen or 
bathroom.  The other style he makes is a Wax outer shell like the ones above.  
This shell holds a glass tea-light holder and two tea-lights.  This way you still 
get the glow-through effect, but only the tea-lights burn, preserving your 
beautiful candle.  All these candles are priced between $25 & $30.  The candle 
and tea-light gift pack is a great Christmas gift idea at $25.  You’ll also discover 
cinnamon stick arrangements decorated with various flowers in different sizes. 
 

Willow Tree Angels are another great gift idea for Christmas at $22 each.   The 
figurines with no faces like the Amish dolls.  They show emotion in the way they have been carved, a tilt of the head or 
positioning of the arms.  There are new designs in both angels and the family ranges.  ‘The Christmas Story’ is a new 
nativity for this year and those who have the Holy family and Wisemen nativity may wish to add the new goat and cow to 
their set. 

Going to Japan for your Christmas Holidays?  If 
not don’t despair – the next best things are 
Momiji,  adorable Japanese inspired dolls.  There are 21 to collect, each 
with their own personality, so find the right Momiji doll for you and pop her 
on your bedside table, in your pencil case, use her as a paperweight, line 
your shelves with these quirky characters.   
At $20 each they make great gifts.  Inside every Momiji doll is a teeny message card to help you share the love.  The 
new series of Momiji Celebrations include Best Friends, Birthday Girl, Thankyou, Sister & Favourite person.   
 

Stationery with a cult-like following. 
Shalom.  Michal Negrin says, “Let me take you on a journey into my world; a world of 
romance, beauty, colours, imagination and optimism.  For more than two decades, I have 
been designing and creating unique and romantic items which can be found in the narrow 
streets of Prague and Windsor, the luxurious shopping malls in Las Vegas, New York and 
Tokyo, and in my home country, Israel.  It is a great joy to have such an impact on the 
way women feel and what they reflect:  Romance, femininity, love and style.”  

 
Delicate patterns featuring cherubs, angels and women from the Victorian era, are surrounded by delicately painted 
flowers & lacework, that jumps out at you in a myriad of colour.  These images are then finished by hand with embossed 
paintwork and glitter.  Hard to describe, but if you have a friend or loved one who adores beautiful things this is the gift for 
her!  There’s memo pads, hard cover note books in A4, A5, A6, A7 sizes, sets of cards and envelopes, telephone books, 
photo albums, expanding file, birthday calendars and my two favourites – a gift box & card with 5 chocolate hearts inside 
$19 and a gorgeous little ‘Touchwood’ Keyring.  The keyring has a wooden cover embellished by Michal, which slides 
open to reveal a mini notepad inside. At $10 can you afford not to have one of these in your handbag when you need to 
‘Touch Wood’? Buy a few extra for your secret Santa gifts.  Average prices for this range are $15 to $20 per item. 
 

 

 

 

 



What’s That Sound?  Musicals Make a Great Gift for 
the person who has everything, as an heirloom gift 
and to delight your family at Christmas (and 
throughout the year.)   Musicals in a Matchbox play traditional 
Christmas Carols and are $25.  A new range of jewellery boxes are really 
treasured gifts for all occasions.  On the lid of the box are images/sayings for 
Friends , Anniversary, Sisters, Teacher, Peace, Love, Cat Lovers, Mother, 
Grandmothers, ma’s & nannas, baby, and daughters.  Lift the lid of the box and 
they play an appropriate tune: That’s What Friends Are For, Emperor Waltz, 
Unchained Melody, Ave Maria, Brahm’s Lullaby…  You can see the mechanism 
working and there’s space to hold trinkets.  Finishes include Black, Champagne and Woodgrain.  Musical Boxes are $60 
each.  Check out ‘Santa Baby’ – a teddy bear dressed in a Santa hat and zebra faux fur.  Press her paw and she dances 
to the tune made famous by Ertha Kit – sounds just like her too.   She sings two verses and is $50.   
 
Maestro Mouse is back.  At $99 you can place a song sheet on his piano stand & he’ll play it for you.  The maestro never 
stops talking, when you tire of selecting tunes he chooses his own to play!  Talking teddy sits at his piano ready for you to 
place a hat on his head – Santa hat, cowboy hat, train hat etc… with every hat he plays a different collection of 
appropriate tunes.  Heirloom musicals will set you back $200 - $495.  They are worth it for that special person.  All come 
in a timber finish with mechanisms you can see and often bells. Others have ballroom scenes set within.  Each musical 
comes with a selection of 25-50 Classic and Christmas tunes.  You can play them all to find the one you like the best.  My 
favourites are both new for 2007.  Santa’s workshop has little windows that open and shut to reveal elves working away 
as it tells you the story of the night before Christmas.  The other is an advent musical, where you place a treat in the door 
at night that has written on it, “Open me for your surprise”.  When opened the musical comes alive, one of 25 doors opens 
and the music plays. 
 

Celebrate Life, Reach For The Stars, Believe that a nything is 
possible each and every time you wear Viva Beads.   Lori, mother of 4 
daughters, and Jill, a single mum of 2, came together with courage and belief that they could 
better their lives.  They held hands, committed to their vision and began building their business 
one step at a time.  From a kitchen table-top company, the two women were determined to 
keep moving, growing and developing against all odds.  Their will to succeed is the driving 
force behind Viva Beads, which symbolises individuality, determination, truth and commitment.   

 
Made from smooth clay, it is layered to create a design, then hand rolled into beads, baked, cooled and strung into a 
unique creation. Wear your Viva Beads anytime, the kaleidoscope of colour will make you look and feel a million dollars.  
Choose from earrings, bracelets, necklaces, cross pendants, bangles, key chains and wrist key chains.  Viva beads are all 
clay designs or combined with stones, pearls, diamante or silver balls.  Best of all is the price.  Earrings start at $10, 
bracelets at $15, necklaces $20-$45.  Match your Viva beads with a new scarf or wrap – whether it’s a light fabric for 
summer days, a warmer one for cooler nights or something elegant to cover bare shoulders and arms for a formal 
occasion – scarves.  As Kylie Minogue says, “never leave home without your wrap”, it fits in your handbag and you can 
use it to keep warm, as a pillow or just a classy garment as an accessory.  Stoles and wraps have been relocated to the 
new-look upstairs shop.   
 

Inspirational Books Will Bring Hope, Happiness 
and Inspire Others to Live Life.  When you discover  
these books, you’ll want to pull up a chair.  Each book 
has a different title such as Live Good, Love Life, Bloom, Gratitude, Ever 
Wonder, The Little Things, You’ve Got a Friend and Here’s To You! There’s 
books for all those special friends, family, colleagues or neighbours who 
brighten your life.  There’s inspirational books for Mum, Dad, Baby and two I 
adore called The Heart of a Volunteer, full of beautiful reminders that inspire 
the spirit of volunteerism & Because You Care: dedicated to our nations 
nurses and caregivers.  Forever Remembered: is a gift for the grieving heart.  
Stronger Than Cancer, gives treasured insights from the hearts and homes 
of families fighting cancer. 
 

She… gift book is the best seller from the entire range of inspirational books.   
Contained within its pages is an unforgettable testimony to the strength, beauty and tenderness of the female spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 



There’s a series of 10 titles dedicated to The Good Life - Celebrating the Joy of Living Fully every day, and a series of 
journals dedicated to courage, care, create, dream, explore, achieve, passion or enjoy.  Books range from $12 -$28. 
 

Millions of people have already discovered the fun of giving and receiving magical 
Window cards.   Each card contains a different quotation concealed like a little gift behind a pop open 
window.  Each box contains 30 different cards – one for every day of the month, or enough to share with 
family and friends.  Again they are themed around thoughts such as Believe, Dream, Love, Success, Hero, 
Spirit, Friendship, Little Miracles, Reach For The Stars & Thanks.  $14 per pack. 

 

Lunch Mail is an award winning product for kids, pa rents and teachers.   Send your children off to 
school with a piece of your love tucked inside their lunch, backpack or pocket.  What a great feeling to discover an 
inspiring little greeting card with a secret message of love, encouragement or self esteem from you!  Write a personal note 
on the back of the card – a wonderful tradition. A magical teacher student reinforcement tool too! $12.50 per pack. 
 

Food Glorious Food.  Christmas Delights & All Thing s Nice. 
The Newcastle Pudding Lady has created an Organic P udding for your 
Christmas table this year.   Called a Pure Christmas Pudding it has no artificial preserv atives, flavours 
or colours.  It is free of all “numbers” in the ing redient list.  Some of its key ingredients are locally produced in the 
Hunter.  As with all her puddings The Pudding Lady insists on only the finest fruit and ingredients go into her puddings 
and the Pure Pudding is no exception.  The Pure Pudding comes in a 500gm & 1kg round size. 
 

Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Puddings  come in a 500g, 1kg, 2kg or 3kg 
round or log shape.  The log shape makes it easy to slice up and serve.  There’s 
also Macadamia Puddings  and a Perfect Plus Pudding which has No Added 
Sugar and is Gluten Free .  For something a little different this Christmas try a 
Fruit Fusion Dessert Pudding .  Whilst they have the texture of a pudding their 
flavours are different.  There’s Apple, Apricot, Mango, Very Berry, Hazelnut, 
Pineapple & my favourite Double Chocolate and all are Gluten Free.  
ChocFusions  are Chocolate Puddings with the added flavour of Rum n Raisin, 
Orange, Macadamia Nut, or Cherry Coconut flavours.  They are delicious.  Fusions 
all come in an easy to slice up and serve log shape.   

 
You can serve any Pudding cold like a slice, cold with icecream or heated with custard or icecream.  Drizzle over a 
matching sauce for extra flavour and you have created a delicious dessert with very little effort.  Each Fusion will serve 8 - 
12 people.  Brandy Liqueur Sauce, Brandy Orange Custard sauce & Brandy Butter are also available to team with your 
pudding.  Available from the Jam Pantry of Gourmet Food sections at Campbell’s Store.  Tastings will be available at the 
counters.  Yummo!! Puddings range from $24 - $90.  Fusions are $22, Choc Fusions $18 and Sauces $12. 
 

Simply Green Tomatoes Spread is just that:   Victorian Green Tomatoes blended with a little extra 
virgin olive oil, oregano, garlic, vinegar and a pinch of salt – then prepared into a spreadable form.  Easy to spread on a 
sandwich, foccacia, brochette, garlic bread, pizza topping, in soup.  Serve with a cheese platter, season a roast or 
vegetables.  Pipe or swirl to garnish.  Awesome with chicken & seafood!  Comes in a handy pouch with a spout for no 
mess use.  Store in the pantry, not in the fridge.  Taste Green Tomato Spread at Morpeth Gourmet Foods until Christmas 
because we know you won’t believe how good green tomatoes taste, until you try them for yourself!  150g $14. 
 

The Team at Morpeth Gourmet Foods have found a way to 
slow down & maybe reverse your body’s ageing proces s!  
Interested? Read On!  ORAC is short for Oxygen Radical Absorption Capacity.  It’s a 
score, or measure, of each foods ability to neutralise free radicals and protect the body from ageing and 
degenerative disease.  According to researchers, we should be aiming for at least 3,000 and for 
maximum protection, 5,000 ORAC units every single day.  Australian Harvest Fine Foods have released 
a range of delicious high ORAC functional foods made with added BIO-GRAPE, the dark blue colour 
pigment extracted from the skin and seeds of red wine grapes, which is a powerful antioxidant and 
consumed on a regular basis associated with a lower risk of heart disease. 
 
BIO-GRAPE Organic Red Wine Jus  has an ORAC rating of 6,127 per 100ml.  It is delicious  
mixed with olive oil to make a salad dressing or used as a health tonic.  The Organic Red Wine Chilli  Sauce has an 
ORAC rating of 3,900 per 100g, great as a steak or BBQ sauce.  Best of all are the BIO-GRAPE Organic Pastes :  Plum 
& Grape, Fig & Grape, Quince & Grape, Blueberry & Grape, Chilli Shiraz & Cabernet Pepperberry.  These are terrific 
served with cheese and to my way of thinking, the paste you consume cancels out the cheese you eat.  The Cabernet 
Pepperberry Paste has the best ORAC reading of 4,200 per 100g!  Pastes are $12 each, Jus & Sauce $24. 
 

 

 



New Zealand Foodies Wild Appetite, have created a C hilli Basting Sauce & 
Bourbon BBQ Sauce just in time for the BBQ season.   Combine these with a BBQ Boxed Rub 
Set of Spices and your Barbie will never have tasted so good!  Don’t forget to grab a bottle of Avocado & Garlic Dressing 
for the salad, Wasabi & Ginger Mayonnaise for the chicken, Lime & Dill Dressing for seafood and Mint & Balsamic 
Dressing for the lamb.  You’ll be set for summer!   
 

Mix Up Some Mischief with Urban Thirst’s Cocktails for Two Pack $45.   In the bucket 
you’ll find two plastic cocktail glasses, cocktail shaker & a bottle of Cosmopolitan or Daquiri Mix.  Throw in the right 
atmosphere, and who knows what could happen?!  (Don’t forget Vodka or White Rum & Ice.)  Urban Thirst has also 
launched a Mango Daiquiri Slush, to complement the current range of Strawberry Daiquiri, Pina Colada & Margarita 
Slush.  All you do is tip the contents of the sachet into the bucket, add vodka or white rum and freeze overnight.  The next 
day your slush is ready to take anywhere. $25.  Rimming Sugars, Salts, extra mixers, glasses and glass holders for the 
garden or beach also available. 
 

Red Wine Liqueur Jelly from Marci’s Gourmet Food is  perfect for your roast 
turkey Christmas dinner .  Unlike other red wine jellies, the alcohol is added at the end.  It gives this jelly a wonderful 
aroma and it packs a punch! You only need to use the tiniest amount.  The intense flavours suit game meat such as venison, duck and 
of course turkey.  Try before you buy at the gourmet food counter.  Also available Wild Appetite Cranberry Sauce with whole 
cranberries.  Yum!  Also in store a variety of sauces and dressings for chicken, seafood & all that left over ham…  
 

Health Food For Your Skin with Crabtree & Evelyn 
Naturals.   C&E has just released Phase III of their Naturals range.  It’s bath and 
body care chock full of beneficial botanical oils, tropical butters and plant extracts.  
Free of parabens, sulfates, propylene glycol, mineral oil and colourants.  Phase III 
products include Liquid Soap for Hands: Olive, Almond & Myrtle is conditioning, 
whilst the Pink Grapefruit & Cucumber is deodorising, Body Polisher: rejuvenating or 
energising and Body Scrub.  Other products in the Naturals range include Body 

Butters, Soap, Mist, Shower Mousse & Shower Moisturiser.  It’s a range that suits both men and women.  As a little 
thankyou from C& E and Campbell’s Store, when you spend $50 or more on the Naturals range you will receive a Free 
Naturals travel/toiletry size bag while stocks last.  Remember C&E Weekend Traveller Packs always make a perfect gift at 
$23.    
 

Handle With Fun… Folkmanis Puppets .  Imagine your youngster waking up on Christmas morning to find a 
giant turkey under the tree!  Not a real turkey, but an equally lifelike turkey, that with the flick of a wrist moves his tail up into a fan and 
back down again.  It’s one of the new release puppets from American company Folkmanis, who began making puppets 31 years ago.  
Standouts include an Australian squirrel glider possum and burrowing owl.  There’s an award winning grey squirrel with a detachable 
acorn, red fox, tiger cub, blue whale, mini rabbit in a hat, white and brown bunny rabbits & a gargoyle.   
 

Science & Nature Kits are fun and educational at th e same time.   New releases include 
Discover a Dinosaur Skull, which you excavate out of a plaster block.  There are 4 dinosaur heads to choose from $12.  
Wikki Stix Australian Travel Fun is perfect to keep the kids occupied – either in the car, at the airport or just being creative 
at home.  $10.  Australian Animal Torch Keyrings are just $4 each.  Press the centre of the embossed leather-look animal 
and out shines a super bright LED light.  Pull back Aussie sealife and rainforest animals are just $2 each.  There are also 
pull back frogs and mice at $1 each – great stocking fillers!  Foldout Binoculars will slip easily into your shirt pocket.  They 
have a 3 x 20 magnification $4 each.  Magnetic Wands with Marbles & Chips will entertain for hours $12each.  Crystal 
Trees $1.50, Magnetic Glasses $1, Glass Prisms , dig out dinosaur fossil kits, make a volcano or a crystal radio …… 
 

Christmas Nativity Exhibition.   Visit Morpeth Gallery from now until 31st 
December and discover its annual Nativity Exhibition.  Hundreds of nativities from giant 
sets to miniatures, nativity ornaments, waterglobes, musicals, glass like acrylic sets that 
light up, fabric play sets for toddlers, fibre optic nativities, pottery, wooden, tin, ceramic and 
modelling clay nativities.  Some are traditional, others are very modern.  One Australian 
Nativity is made in Canberra from palm fibre.  Each character in the nativity is an Australian 
animal.  Joseph and Mary are koalas, the wisemen are kookaburras, the livestock wombats 
and echidnas… it’s very clever and a little quirky!  There’s also a nativity scene created by 
German company Steiff – who are famous for their teddy bears – the ‘Rolls Royce of the 
bear world.’  Made from mohair, Joseph, Mary, Jesus and the Shepherd are bears.  They 
are surrounded by mohair livestock – a cow, sheep and donkey. 
 
No matter which nativity is your favourite, they all inspire the same sentiments of peace, love, joy.  Whether you are religious or not, 
placing a Nativity in your home acts as a little reminder to everyone about the reason we celebrate Christmas.  Susan Lordi, creator of 

 

 



Willow Tree Nativities says, “The Christmas Story is a story from the past…but the overwhelming emotions of holding a new baby, 
starting a new family, and wanting to protect them forevermore are present today in every culture and every age.  My hope is that the 
gestures of Mary and Joseph will represent these feelings of love and protection.”  Willow Tree has two different nativities.  The two 
piece Christmas Story comes with an optional sanctuary based on historical architecture.  You may prefer the 6 piece collection of 
Joseph, Mary/Jesus, shepherd, grey cow and two white sheep $100.  Complete the entire collection by adding the three wisemen, star 
backdrop, stable animals of camel, shepherd and two black sheep, crèche, ox & goat & a praying angel and angel stand. 
 
On a 4 week holiday to Italy in September mum (Shirley) and I visited the hilltop town of 
Assisi in the heart of Umbria. It’s a fascinating place, where the further you walk into the 
centre, the older the history becomes.  At the ‘top’ of town its 16th century AD architecture 
where 4 orders of nuns live.  One order keeps a never changing number of 64 nuns who 
remain cloistered behind the nunnery walls never ever venturing out into their beautiful 
town.  In the middle of town the architecture dates back to Roman 6th and 7th century AD.  
Remains of buildings here go all the way back to Etruscan 3rd century BC.  St Francis of 
Assisi is the patron saint of ‘almost everything’, including helping the sick.  His tomb in 
the depths of the Basilica dedicated to him is adorned with photographs that pilgrims 
have left there in the hope St Francis will watch over them.  Just 2 days before we visited, 
the Pope had been there, evidenced by all the yellow marks around the openings in the 
cobblestone paths, indicating they had been checked and secured by police.  On that day 
the town of Assisi was sealed to all but those within the outer wall.  StFrancis of Assissi 

 
What I loved most about St Francis (1182-1226) was that until he renounced worldly goods and chose poverty he is 
documented as being a ladies man with plenty of charisma!  He packed many experiences into his life, including 
establishing the Order of the Franciscan monks, and it was in the little village of Greccio that St Francis created the first 
Crib, the symbol of the Nativity!  This explained why every second store in Assisi had window displays full of nativities.  
One shop in particular caught our eye, as it had the most amazing ornate hand carved wooden nativities, painstakingly 
hand painted, many with 24ct gold leaf added to them.  Baby Jesus’ were hand carved no bigger than your little fingernail 
and sat perfectly into the cradling arms of Mary.  
 
In the short time we had there we selected 5 of these nativities to bring back for the exhibition and you will see them at the 
Gallery for sale if you are quick.  One with gold leaf moulds together seamlessly, even though it is 4 separate pieces.  
They range in price from $98 to $465.  The two larger nativities also come with a tiny bottle of earth from Assisi, featuring 
St Francis on the front of the bottle.  The language barrier proved a little difficult here and we ran down the hill to the 
coach with literally 1 minute to spare before it left without us. 
 
We also purchased a Thun Pottery nativity in the Republic of San Marino, landlocked in the centre of Italy.  Thun pottery 
was produced in a nearby town in Italy, but knowing this Nativity came from the tiny principality makes it extra special.  
This exquisite and more modern nativity includes crèche, holy family and stable animals.  It is $495. 
 

‘From Paris to Venice Art Exhibition’ was held at M orpeth Gallery from 12 th -15th  
October.   43 of the 48 paintings by Sydney artist Ramon Ward Thompson were sold.  Ramon and his wife/manager 
Wendy travelled and spent quality time in these two fascinating cities so Ramon could create his final solo exhibition.  
Ramon was overwhelmed by the number of paintings sold and by all those who came to see the exhibition and to those who 
have supported his career over the decades, Ramon wished us to convey a very BIG THANKYOU  to all. 
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boutique beers from around the world and the best of Australian micro breweries will be available for tasting.  These beers 
will be complimented by foods from around the world, beer related products and gourmet produce.  A fantastic line up of 
Australian bands including Dan Kelly, The Audreys, Dave Graney, The Receptionists & Psycho Zydeco will perform from 
a stage in Morpeth Main Street. 
 
Morpeth residents will be allowed free entry to the festival between 10am & 6pm providing they show identification at the gates.  
Visitors to Morpeth can pre purchase tickets to the  event or buy tickets on the day.   Just 5,000 tickets will be sold each day.  A 
full entry day pass includes admission, 5 tasting vouchers plus your official tasting cup for $25.  A basic entry day pass includes entry 
only $15.  Extra 100ml tasting vouchers for beer and wine will be just $1 each.  Because it is a ticketed event you will need to 
attend the festival to gain access to many of Morpe th’s shops & restaurants.   Plenty of parking will be available opposite 
Campbell’s Store on the paddock.  Shuttle buses will run from many areas of Maitland and railway stations.  Coach packages from 
Sydney & Central Coast are available.  We encourage you to visit, enjoy this exciting fest ival, complete your Christmas 
shopping in between bands and beers! For more infor mation www.bitterandtwisted.com.au  or ph: 02 4931 2800.  
  
For the perfect Beer Festival souvenier buy your 
Tasmanian Beer Shampoo Bar from Morpeth Ginger 
Beer Factory! ….. see you then….   

 


